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Members All,

The 2022 Holiday Season is over: however, we’re gearing up for a 
great 2023 New Year. December was very busy at the lodge; we had 
a few holiday get-togethers, and it was good to spend time with our 
Elks family and friends. 

First, a big thank you to Ali Mikels and the committee, and every-
one who participated in the Eddy Fisher Memorial Christmas Food 
Basket program. Thank you to all who donated the needed funds 
to purchase food items for those in need. A special thanks to Hum-
phrey’s Market for delivering the food to the lodge which filled 115 
baskets…this is what ELKDOM is all about. 

The Elks Ladies held a wonderful Christmas Party on Thursday, De-
cember 1st and the Lutheran High School Band ensemble who per-
formed some special Christmas music, was inspiring and put us in 
the Christmas spirit. The Ladies also had a well-attended Children’s 
Christmas Party on December 11th, and the families had a great time 
eating, opening presents, and spending time with their families and 
Santa. 

We held the Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day ceremony on Wednes-
day, December 7th. The event was very well-attended by members, 
guests, and of course, veterans. A big thank you to PER Bobby Ed-
wards and the committee for putting this together. 

The Annual Elks Memorial Service was held on December 2nd, and 
we honored 11 of our departed members who passed away this past 
year. This is one of my favorite Elk’s rituals…it’s like no other. Thank 
you to members, spouses, and guests who attended; also, thanks to 
the PERs and Officers who assisted with the ritual; to Jen Florent for 
taking some amazing pictures; to our Chaplain Michele Cimarossa 
for the beautiful program; and to the Elks Pipe and Drums for the 
beautiful music to which our Lodge is lucky to have at our disposal 
- it truly makes me proud. To the families of the deceased members, 
thank you for attending the service and allowing us to properly honor 
your/our Elk members. Our heartfelt condolences are sent to you this 
Holiday season and beyond. We will never forget them. 

I would like to offer thanks to those who helped carry the Garrison 
Flag in the 2022 Jaycees Holiday Lights Parade which was held on 
December 3rd. It was very cold that evening, but once again, Elks Do! 

Thanks to the Elks Ladies for decorating the Christmas trees in the 
Lodge Room and the Walnut Room. The Elks Ladies CHRISTMAS 

WISH TREE FOR M.E.R.C.Y. is provided by the Elks Ladies, annu-
ally. This tree is extra special because it provided ornaments with 
kids and moms’ names who were, and are, in need of the essentials. 
Thanks to all who took an ornament and purchased items for those 
in need, and to those Elks Ladies who delivered the packages. 

As we bring in the New Year let’s continue the momentum in 2023. 
Coming up this month is the Annual FROZEN Open to be held on 
Saturday, Jan 14th, and the Annual CHILI CHALLENGES which are 
held at 4 locations (see more inside) with the FINALS being held at 
the Lodge on March 5th. 

In addition to these 2 big events, we will be welcoming the Grand 
Exalted Ruler Bruce A. Hidley and First Lady Helen to the Illinois 
Elks Association Mid-Winter Convention, Thursday, January 26th 
through Sunday, January 29th (Convention Registration is Friday, 
January 27th, noon to 4:00 p.m. and Saturday, January 28th, 7:00 a.m. 
to noon) at the Windham Hotel downtown Springfield. If you are 
interested, please pre-register before January 9th; the application is in 
the IEA Newsette, the Springfield Elks Lodge 158 Facebook Page, the 
January Newsletter and Lodge 158 Website at www.elks158.org. 

By pre-registering, the tickets are $10 for members, but if you wait 
until after the deadline to purchase, it’s $20. What you get for your 
$10…enjoy the hospitality suites from all Illinois districts; including 
ours which is chaired by our own Stephanie Schwab-Parnell, District 
Junior Trustee (our lodge secretary). 

As we close Elk Year 2022, we are looking for members to sit on 
many of our committees; so, if you are interested or have any ques-
tions, please contact me or Leading Knight Jan Cimarossa or one of 
our other officers. 

In closing, we have many events scheduled in 2023 so bring your 
friends and family to the Lodge, and enjoy the food, friends & fun. 
Be sure to explain what Elkdom is all about and let them know why 
you joined so like us, they can enjoy everything the Elks has to offer. 
Happy New Year to The Best People on Earth!  God bless you all!

Fraternally yours,
Sandy Begué, Exalted Ruler

Message from Exalted Ruler

Sandra S. Begué

Wed. 	 January 4 	 -  Lodge Meeting, 7 p.m.
Thur. 	 January 5 	 -  Elks Ladies Meeting, 6:30 p.m.
Sun. 	 January 8 	 -  IEA District Meeting, Carlinville, 11 a.m.
Fri. 	 January 13 	 -  Friday Night Live, 7-10 p.m.
Sat. 	 January 14	 -  Frozen Open, 10:30 a.m.
Mon. 	 January 16 	 -  PER Meeting & Dinner, 6 p.m.
Mon. 	 January 23	 -  House Committee Meeting, 5:30 p.m.
Tues. 	 January 24 	 -  Board of Directors Meeting, 6:30 p.m.
Thur-Sun, January 26th-29th - IEA Mid-Winter Convention

JANUARY 2023 EVENTS
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Happy New Year Springfield #158 Elk Members!!! This may be the beginning 
of a new year but it is not the beginning of an Elk year. We are three-fourths of 
the way through the 2022-2023 Elk year and there is so much still to do.

Beginning in February, the Lodge will have two meetings a month until April 
per Grand Lodge Statutes. During the two meetings in February, there will be 
nominations for new Lodge officers and balloting for Lifetime Membership. 
If you have been an Elk for 30 years which include the last ten years at Spring-
field Lodge 158, you qualify. Please contact me if you have not turned in an 
application yet.

2023-2024 Dues Statements will be sent out in February. For the 2023-2024 
fraternal year, on April 1, 2023, the following per capita and fees will be due 
from each Member:	 Grand Lodge per capita - $6.50; 
			   Insurance assessment - $17.00*; and the 
			   Elks Magazine assessment - $5.50, for a total of $29.00. 
*This amount represents a $5.00 per Member increase from last year which 
means Springfield Elks #158 dues will increase by $5.

SECRETARY’S CORNER
by Stephanie Schwab-Parnell, PER

The Elk-O-Gram Newsletter is a monthly publication for members of the Springfield Elks Lodge #158, 
409 East Lake Drive, Springfield, IL, 62712. It is available through email, on our website (elks158.org), 
and is posted on our private Facebook page, Springfield Elks Lodge #158 (https://www.facebook.com/
groups/410598820800). Please send updated contact information to bpoe158new@yahoo.com or to  
steph.schwab2@gmail.com

SICKNESS AND DISTRESS
We are happy to report No Sickness and Distress this month.

DONATE LIFE
	 You Have the Power to Donate Life. Register as an Organ,

	 Eye and Tissue Donor Today: http://donatelife.net/

PER ASSOCIATION

The next PER Meeting will be held on Monday, January 16 beginning with the 
traditional cocktail hour at 6 pm in the Walnut Room. Dinner will be held at 
approximately 6:30 pm followed by the meeting at 7 pm. Please send RSVPs to 
Jeff Rodier, PER Secretary.

(Meetings are always on the 3rd Monday of each month.)

LODGE OF SORROW
Richard Thomas Mattsson
DOB - 02/03/1935; INIT - 

11/04/1964 ; DOD - 12/09/2022
Connie Knoles

Information remains private at the 
request of the family

CENTURY CLUB
Dec 7th - Kathy Hannon
Dec. 14th - Amy Taylor, 

sold by BJ Taylor
Dec. 21st - Tina Estrop, 

sold by Mark Estrop
Dec. 28th - Bobby Edwards

BENEVOLENT AND 
PROTECTIVE ORDER OF ELKS 

SPRINGFIELD LODGE #158

Sandra S. Begué 
Exalted Ruler

Jan Cimarossa 
Est. Leading Knight

Erica Hasselbring-
Thompson
Est. Lecturing Knight

Ronny Wickenhauser 
Treasurer

Christi Sullivan 
Esquire

Matt Willis 
Est. Loyal Knight

Stephanie Parnell, PER
Secretary

Michele Cimarossa 
Chaplain

Mike Hart
Tiler

HOUSE COMMITTEE
Patty Meyer, Chairman
Frank Campo Debbie 
Smith Shane Vollintine 
Rich Wagoner
 

TRUSTEES
Dave Cassens, Chairman
Adam Church, 2 year
Jeff Burnett, 3 year

PER OFFICERS
PER Adam Church - President 
PER Ali Mikels - Vice-President
PER  Jeff Rodier - Secretary/Treasurer

ELKS LADIES #158
Joan Shea-Rogers - President
Marcia Harbour - Vice-President
Diann Harbour - Secretary
Yvonne Kennedy - Treasurer

•
ELK OF THE YEAR 

Glenda Cassens
 ELK OFFICER OF THE YEAR 

Erica Hasselbring-Thompson
 ELK LADY OF THE YEAR 

Joan Shea-Rogers
 ELK FAMILY OF THE YEAR 

Kelvin Stock
•

 ELK-O-GRAM EDITOR 
Sandra S. Begué

Email: bpoe158news@yahoo.com 
 WEBSITES: 

National Elks: https://www.elks.org/
Elks Lodge 158: https://elks158.org/

IEA: https://illinoiselks.org/
Facebook: Springfield Elks Lodge #158

•
LODGE  OFFICE

Hours: Monday - Friday
8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. (217) 529-0158

 HALL RENTALS
217-529-0158

•
WALNUT ROOM FALL/WINTER HOURS:

MONDAY-FRIDAY: 11:00 AM TO CLOSE
SATURDAY: 3:00 PM TO CLOSE
SUNDAY: 11:30 AM TO 10 PM

Diane Holler, Bar Manager
(The bartender reserves the right to close

earlier if no customers are present.)
KITCHEN-FALL/WINTER HOURS:

Monday - Friday
11 AM - 2 PM and 5 PM - 8:00 PM

Saturday & Sunday - Closed
 POOL & POOL KITCHEN ARE CLOSED 

 UNTIL MEMORIAL DAY / WEEKEND 2023

Tracy Robinson 
Inner Guard
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Elks LadiesELKS LADIES #158

By Joan Shea-Rogers, President

Before we ring in the New Year, I want to let you know how 
much the Elks Ladies appreciate the support and generosity 
you provide for all our activities and events. December was 
busy with our annual Christmas Party. Our entertainment this 
year was provided by the Lutheran High School Band. As you 
know, their school building has been destroyed by mine sub-
sidence and they are in a temporary placement this year while 
they determine next steps for a permanent school building. We 
were able to give them a monetary gift for their band program 
and the band director and students were very appreciative.

We are finishing up our December giving with 2 more activi-
ties. The current one being a collection in the Walnut Room for 
the V. F. W. – Veterans in Need Programs. This program sup-
ports those Veterans throughout Illinois who need assistance 
with utility bills, food, gas, membership dues for Veterans’ 
organizations, etc. This collection will also be used for Bobby 
Edwards’ Commanders Project providing School Supplies for 
Veterans families and community.

Lastly, at our January Elks Ladies Meeting we will be making 
contributions to area charities for our Christmas donations. 
If you are a member or would like to be a member of the Elks 
Ladies please come to have a voice in our charitable giving 
activities.

Again, to all of you, 
thanks so much for 
your continued support 
of our work. We 
couldn’t do it 
without you!

LAKE SPRINGFIELD’S ANNUAL FROZEN OPEN 
is hosted by the Prop Club on Saturday, January 14, 2023.

THIS YEAR’S CHARITY is SHARE THE SPIRIT. 
All registration fee proceeds go to the charity.

THURSDAY, January 12, SIGN UP with payment preferred to 
be entered to win some great prizes!
FRIDAY - DRAWING FOR PRIZES: Friday, January 13, 2023 
at the Prop Club’s Pre-Party. Golfers will receive a raffle ticket 
when they pre-register/pay at the Prop Club or the club of their 
choice. Golfers must pre-register in order to be eligible to win 
prizes on Friday night. Food available for purchase.
SATURDAY - START TIME: The doors open at 10:00 a.m. 
with registration/signup at the host club (Prop Club), or the 
club of your choice.
TEE-OFF is at 10:30 a.m. at the Club where you signed up. The 
cost to play is $12.50 per player or $50 per foursome (team).

GOLFERS will have the opportunity to play 12 holes at the 
following participating clubs:
Prop Club (HOST CLUB), Anchor Boat Club, Aqua Sports 
Club, Blue Ridge Club, Elks Lodge #158, Firefighters/Postal 
Lake Club, KC Lake Club, Lake Press Club, Prop Club, San-
gamo Surf Club, Ski and Boat Club, Motor Boat Club and the 
TRN Club. Register in advance at your favorite club!

FOOD AND DRINKS: All clubs will have food and drink 
specials throughout the day. Each Club will have their own 
specially-designed putting green.
SHUTTLE SERVICE will be provided - transportation be-
tween the clubs is free, but tips are encouraged (Tip buckets 
will be available in the vans for the drivers).

•
COME BACK TO THE Prop Club by 5:00-5:30 p.m. 

for the party and awards!
ENTERTAINMENT: Drew Aschenbrenner performs 

at 5:30 p.m. at the Prop Club.
•

QUESTIONS: Contact Prop Club by emailing 
propclubnews@gmail.com or Frozen Open Committee 

members at frozenopen2000@gmail.com

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC - PLEASE SHARE!  
https://fb.me/e/27Nu8mtql

Thanks to all who 
provided gifts for the 
clients of M.E.R.C.Y. 

Communities. This is 
also a very worthwhile 

community program 
to provide support to 

families who are 
homeless or at risk 
of being homeless.
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SATURDAYS:
•	 Kitchen is closed; but bartenders will serve pizzas, hot dogs, 
	 and chili for purchase price.
•	 Domestic Can (5) Buckets of Beer for $10.00
•	 Servers are Belinda “Beezer” Warner in the afternoon, and 
	 Gia Desai in the the evening.

SUNDAY FUNDAYS:
•	 Kitchen is closed; but bartenders will serve pizzas, hot dogs, 
	 and chili for purchase price.
•	 Sunday Funday Bloody Mary Bar with your choice of toppings...
	 “a meal in a glass!” (Prices may vary each week due to toppings.)
•	 Domestic Can (5) Buckets of Beer for $10.00
•	 Serving you in the afternoon is Amy Snow, and in the evening
	 is Leslie Beatty.

NASCAR, NFL AND MORE — ALL ON THE BIG SCREENS!

50/50 Drawing at 7 p.m. Need not be present to win, but please write 
your name and phone number on the ticket.

Bring your family and friends and enjoy some great food, fun and 
drink specials. We look forward to seeing you at the lodge.

Kitchen serves from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. / 5 p.m to 8:00 p.m. Monday 
through Friday; Kitchen is closed on Saturdays and Sundays. 
Dine in or carry out!

Happy Hour Drink Specials served from 3:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m., 
except for Sundays.
 

WALNUT ROOM RINGS IN THE NEW YEAR 
WITH DAILY DRINK SPECIALS

Monday - Draft Beer Pitchers - $ee daily ads for prices
Tuesday - 50c off Bourbon and Scotch drinks
Wednesday, 50c off Wine, Seltzers, & Gin drinks
Thursday - 50c off Whiskey and Rum drinks
Friday - 50c off vodka; $1.00 Draft Beer, 12 oz glass
Saturday & Sunday - $10.00 for a Bucket of 5 domestic beer selections

(We reserve the right to change our product’s prices at any time without further notice.)

Remember to Round Up For Charity - “The Fragile X Foundation”

Happy Hour Drink Specials served from 
3:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m., except for Sundays.

ATTENTION PERS: The next meeting of the PER Associa-
tion will be held on Monday, January 16th, beginning with the 
customary cocktail hour in the Walnut Room at 6 pm. Wing 
dinner from the Lodge will be served around 630 pm. The 
meeting will begin at 7 pm. This is a very important meeting 
as we will be taking volunteers for the lodge meeting that the 
PERs will chair on February 1st.

Please let me know if you will be attending and what your wind 
order will be so I can get these to Patrick early on Monday. 
Thanks and Happy New Year!!!!
PSP/PER Jeff Rodier, Secretary

IT’S ALL AT THE 158!

JOIN US FOR HAPPY HOUR        3:30 - 7pm

Message from Glenda Cassens:
Council of Lake Springfield is hosting Spring-
field Junior Blues night Saturday, January 21. 
Doors open at 5:20 and the game is at 6:05. 
Presale Tickets ONLY are available for $20 
from me or by contacting Adam Pallai at 
apallai@martinengineeringco.com. Tickets include admission 
to the game, food and drink (while supplies last).

Round Up For Charity

January/February/March “The Fragile X Foundation”

Two of our grandchildren (Logan and Ethan) have this syn-
drome, so it’s very near and dear to our hearts as family and as 
Elks. Our 2 sons are Elks members (Adam Lee Fowler - #158, 
is dad of our 2 grandkids, with his wife Lisa) and his brother 
Aaron Fowler - Pontiac 
Elks, and wife DesaRae, 
have all watched the 
children grow with this 
disorder. They are amaz-
ing children with sweet 
souls and big hearts. 
Fragile X children are 
like all kids with or 
without disabilities; they 
need encouragement, 
discipline, and most of 
all, love. The parents of 
these kids are also amazing. It takes strength, perseverance, 
dedication and continued love. God picks the right parents for 
these children, and vice versa. John and I are very blessed to 
have these kids and grandkids in our wonderful, crazy and lov-
ing family. Please give generously to this worthy cause to help 
these children. If you know of a child or adult who has Fragile 
X, and would like to know more, just contact me.

Visit the website for more information: 
https://fragilex.org/understanding-fragile-x/fragile-x-101/

Thank you all. Elks Care and Elks Share!
Fraternally yours,
ER Sandy and PER John Begué
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2022 Eddy Fisher Memorial 
Christmas Baskets Program

By: PER Ali Mikels, Chairperson

Thank you all so much for helping with the Eddy Fisher Memorial 
Christmas Baskets Program this year!! We couldn’t do this without 
your time, donations, and nominations!! 

We filled and delivered 115 boxes in just over an hour!  Baskets were 
then delivered in Springfield and several surrounding communities.
Thank you to everyone who helped set up the Lodge Room on Friday 
the 23rd and everyone who came to package and deliver the boxes on 
Saturday the 24th. We could not have done this without YOU! 

I want to also thank Humphrey’s Market for providing the food items 
as well as all the already-assembled boxes, and for delivering them 
to our doorstep; they saved us a lot of extra work and time. Thank 
you to the Lanphier High School AVID classes and their teacher, 
Erica Thompson for their help this year!! A special thank you to John 
Graves and PER Bobby Orr for their assistance every year!! Thank 
you to Patrick Rora for the wonderful breakfast!! 

PER Eddy Fisher truly made this program a success and I am very 
grateful for his family’s continued support! It’s an honor to chair this 
program, thank you all!! 

Happy New Year!! Many Blessings to you and your families in 2023!!

Fraternally yours,
PER Ali Mikels, Chairperson

Annual Chili Challenge Committee 
Co-Chairpersons Sandy and John Begué

Council of Lake Springfield Clubs Annual Chili Challenge is once 
again hosting the 14th Annual Event at 4 locations this year:

Jan 22 - West Region - Firefighters/Postal Club
940 W Lake Shore Dr., Springfield, IL 62712

Participating Clubs:
Aqua Sports Club
Firefighters/Postal Club
Lake Press Club
Springfield Motor Boat Club
Lake Shore Improvement Association

Feb 5 - South Region - Ski & Boat Club
268 Maple Grove Ln, Springfield, IL 62712

Participating Clubs:
KC Lake Club
Prop Club
Ski & Boat Club
TRN Club
SUSART

Feb 19 - East Region - Sangamo Surf Club
405 E Lake Shore Dr, Springfield, IL 62712

Participating Clubs:
Anchor Boat Club
Blue Ridge Club
ELKS Lodge #158
Sangamo Surf Club
Power Squadron

3/5 - FINALS - Elks Lodge #158
409 East Lake Shore Dr, Springfield, IL 62712

Proceeds will be donated to Fishing Has No Boundaries. 

Doors Open at noon / Tasting begins at 2 p.m.
Public welcome. Admission fee of $5.00 will entitle attendees to taste chili 
samples and vote five times for their favorite chili recipe or the ‘What the 
What?’ category. Additional votes (tickets) can be purchased for $1.00 each. 
‘What the What?’ is a newer food category that attendees may sample and 
vote on; such as, side dishes, appetizers, desserts, theme/decorations, etc. 
(non-alcoholic)

All entrants (cooks) must be members of a Lake Springfield club, SUSART, Power 
Squadron, Springfield Lake Shore Improvement Association, or the Charity of choice 
this year, “Fishing Has No Boundaries.” Completed entry forms and fees must be 
received one week before each regional date.

Contact bpoe158news@yahoo.com or the Lake Council’s Chili Challenge’s 
email address, clscchilichallenge@gmail.com, for additional information.
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	 Springfield Cares Soldier Mailing
	 Message from Alice & Bill Beck

Welcome home, Soldiers!

Kaytlyn, Kendell, Aaron, Jordan, and Alexander have returned 
from Army Training for the holidays! Enjoy this time with your 
families! 

On December 14th at the TRN, we enjoyed the company of one of 
our largest groups of volunteers ever, with newbies from Cha-
tham, and UIS Veterans Club, friends from the Pier, TRN, Elks, 
and Blue Ridge members, and our own family, we were over 30 
strong. 

The saying that many hands make light and fast work is so true. 
The room was buzzing with conversation, and looked like a whirl-
wind of activity, but in less than an hour, all boxes were filled, 
taped, labeled, and stacked for pickup. In addition we broke down 
and stored the tables, emptied the trash, and consumed 8 extra 
large pizzas.

Thanks to Beth Ogilvy and her Irish dance troupe. Beth and her 
team started the Christmas Stocking thing seems like forever ago. 
They have assembled some of the most amazing stockings over 
the years, and we love the tradition. Feedback from the recipients 
supports how wonderful the stockings make them feel. Thank you 
Beth for starting something so awesome, more importantly, thank 
you for continuing, even when things were not so great for you, 
you persevered. I’ll never make it as a dancer of any kind, but if I 
were inclined to learn, Beth would be my teacher! 

The good folks at StarBucks put donation boxes out as well at 
Porta Schools via the Springfield Senior Center of Central IL, and 
others. And of course these love packages wouldn’t go anywhere 
without our friends at USPS. Who said customer service is dead! 
Not us!

Thanks to all of you who filled out Christmas Cards for the 41 
men and women. Letters and cards from home mean so much to 
them, and it means so much to us that you took the time to write 
to them. 
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Serving Central Illinois 
for over 25 Years

A & B Printing is a full-service union 
printer committed to 
outstanding quality.

www.anbprinting.com
217-789-9034

THURSDAY, JANUARY 26
10:30am	 -	 5:00pm	 Convention Office	 Plaza 4
1:00pm	 -	 4:00pm	 Executive Committee	 Conference Ctr 3

FRIDAY, JANUARY 27
7:00am	 -	 5:00pm	 Convention Office	 Plaza 4
8:00am	 -	 10:00am	 Executive Committee	 Conference Ctr 3
10:00am	 -	 11:30pm	 Convention Committee	 Rendezvous
10:30am	 -	 11:30am	 Initiatory Ritual Individual 
			   Competition	 Embassy
12:00pm	 -	 7:00pm	 Convention Registration	
			   Mezzanine - Registration Desk
1:00pm	 -	 4:00pm	 Advisory Committee	 Rendezvous
7:00pm	 -	 9:00pm	 Past State President Dinner	 Illinois

SATURDAY, JANUARY 28
6:30am	 -	 6:00pm	 Convention Office	 Plaza 4
7:00am	 -	 12:00pm	 Convention Registration
			   Registration Desk	 Mezzanine
7:30am	 -	 9:00am	 Board of Directors Meeting & Training
			   Continental Breakfast	 Plaza 3
8:00am	 -	 10:00am	 District Deputies & Esquires
			   Continental Breakfast	 Conference Ctr 2
8:00am	 -	 12:00pm	 Leading Knights Training	 Rendezvous
8:30am	 -	 10:30am	 Initiatory Ritual Competition	 Embassy
9:00am	 -	 10:30am	 Exalted Rulers Meet w/ 
			   Executive Committee	 Ambassador
9:00am	 -	 10:30am	 Secretaries Association	 Plaza 3
10:00am	 -	 11:00am	 Athletic Commission	 Conference Ctr 2
10:00am	 -	 11:00am	 Easter Bunny Committee	 Conference Ctr 3
10:00am	 -	 11:00am	 Elks National Foundation	 Plaza 1
10:00am	 -	 11:00am	 New Lodge	 Conference Ctr 1
10:00am	 -	 11:30am	 Lodge Trustees Training/
			   Accident Prevention/Insurance	 Capitol
10:30am	 -	 11:30am	 Americanism	 Conference Ctr 4
10:30am	 -	 12:00pm	 Lodge Treasurers	 Plaza 3
11:00am	 -	 12:00pm	 National Veterans Service	 Plaza 1
11:00am	 -	 12:00pm	 Scholarship	 Conference Ctr 2
12:00pm	 -	 1:30pm	 Luncheon - Lady of the Year	 Illinois
			   Entrée: ½ Club- Turkey, Ham, Bacon, 
			   Swiss, Cheddar, Lettuce and Tomato on 
			   a Small Croissant with Chicken Noodle Soup 
			   Dessert: Brownie Blondie- Chocolate chip 
			   with walnut pecan
			   Cost: Pre Reg - $21.00/ Onsite $ 24.00
1:30pm	 -	 2:30pm	 Government Relations and 
			   Judiciary Discussion	 Conference Ctr 2
1:30pm	 -	 2:30pm	 Hoop Shoot / Soccer Shoot 
			   Program	 Plaza 1
1:30pm	 -	 2:30pm	 Membership/Lapsation/Lodge Activities/
			   Orientation	 Ambassador
1:30pm	 -	 2:30pm	 Ritual 11 O’clock Toast 
			   Competition	 Embassy

1:30pm	 -	 2:30pm	 Youth Activities & Antlers	 Conference Ctr 4
2:30pm	 -	 3:30pm	 Illinois Elks Children’s Care 
			   Corporation	 Plaza 3
1:30pm	 -	 4:00pm	 PGER Meet with Lodges and 
			   Individuals	 Conference Ctr 3
2:30pm	 -	 3:30pm	 Bowling Association	 Plaza 1
2:30pm	 -	 3:30pm	 Drug Awareness Program	 Conference Ctr 4
2:30pm	 -	 4:30pm	 Website Monitoring/Publication 
			   Corporation/Public Relation	 Conference Ctr 2
5:00pm	 -	 9:30pm	 Illinois Elks Association - 
			   Reception/Dinner	 Capitol/Illinois/Prairie
			   Menu: Garden Green Salad, 
			   Entrée: Chicken Marsala with garlic mashed 
			   potatoes and green beans
			   Dessert: Vanilla Cheesecake
			   Price: Pre Reg - $31.00/ Onsite - $34.00

Members are encouraged to attend the Banquet in Honor of the Grand Exalted 
Bruce A. Hidley and First Lady Helen on Saturday, January 28, 2023.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 29
6:30am	 -	 11:00am	 Convention Office	 Plaza 4
7:30am	 -	 8:00am	 Room Reservations for the 
			   May 2023 Convention	 Capitol/Illinois
8:00am	 -	 10:30am	 General Business Session	 Capitol/Illinois

CONVENTION REGISTRATION

All Elks, Male & Female, Must Register for Convention Functions.  
FEES: Pre-Registration $10.00/ Onsite $20.00 

Pre-Registration deadline is January 11, 2023.

Registration badges will not be handed out at registration until the 
COVID Acknowledgment Waiver has been signed. Waiver can be found 
on the website www.illinoiselks.org or in the Newsetter. 

REGISTRATION BADGES ARE NECESSARY TO 
ATTEND ALL FUNCTIONS, INCLUDING HOSPITALITY ROOMS. 

ROOM RESERVATIONS

Room Cancelation cut off was December 20, 2022.
Rooms cancelled after the above date will forfeit their deposit.

ELKS MID-WINTER CONVENTION • 2023

Important Message!!!

The MEMBERSHIP APPRECIATION PARTY 
has been moved to Saturday, February 25, 2023.
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MID-WINTER CONVENTION • 2023
 COVID GUIDELINES

Attendance at the Illinois Elks State Convention Mid-Winter meeting in Springfield,  
Illinois will require a signed Registration acknowledgment waiver to attend. Please be 
aware that attendance at convention may pose a risk of exposure to and illness from infec-
tious diseases, including but not limited to SARS-CoV-2 (the virus that causes COVID-19) 
and its potential variants. While preventative measures aimed at reducing exposure to  
infectious diseases have been taken for this event and may reduce the risk of exposure and 
infection, the risk of illness does exist.

Convention COVID-19 Guidelines and Precautions

Safety measures and plans are constantly evolving to provide the safest event possible; 
however, please be aware that the convention will observe Centers for Disease Control (CDC) 
plus local government recommendations and guidelines regarding COVID-19 safety mea-
sures and precautions.

All Convention attendees will be recommended to:
•	 Wear face masks when in public convention spaces. 
•	 Practice effective social distancing by remaining six feet from others at all times. 
•	 Wash their hands frequently during the convention. 
•	 Monitor their own health on a daily basis to be alert for known symptoms 
	 of COVID-19, including fever, cough, and shortness of breath. 
	 Do not attend convention events if you feel any of these symptoms. 

It should be noted the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) now recom-
mends If you are attending a gathering, think about the steps you need to take to protect 
yourself and your loved ones from COVID-19.
•	 Make sure you are up to date with your COVID-19 vaccines.
•	 In general, people do not need to wear masks when outdoors.
•	 If you are sick and need to be around others, or are caring for someone who has 
	 COVID-19, wear a mask.
•	 If the COVID-19 Community Level where you live is 
	 w	 Low - Wear a mask based on your personal preference, informed by your 
		  personal level of risk.
	 w	 Medium - If you are at risk for severe illness, talk to your healthcare 
		  provider about wearing masks indoors in public. Or if you live with or 
		  will gather with someone at risk for severe illness, wear a mask when 
		  indoors with them.
	 w	 High - If you are 2 or older, wear a well-fitting mask indoors in public, 
		  regardless of vaccination status or individual risk (including in K-12 
		  schools and other community settings).
•	 If you are at risk for severe illness, wear a mask or respirator that provides 
	 you with greater protection.
•	 Stay home if you are sick or experiencing symptoms of COVID-19.

Please monitor the Illinois Elks Association website 
https://illinoiselks.org for updates to these guidelines. 

From the Editor:

ARTICLES FOR THE EOG DUE BY THE 22ND OF THE MONTH

Email content to bpoel158news@yahoo.com
If you know of any member who is not receiving the ELK-O-GRAM, 

please have them contact the lodge office at 217-529-0158 or 
email springfieldelkslodge158@gmail.com

CONNECT WITH US ON FACEBOOK!
Have you checked our Facebook page? Visit our Facebook 
page to check out the latest happenings at the Elks #158! 
Springfield Elks Lodge #158 (Private page at http:www.face-

book.com/groups/410598820800/); Elks Lodge 158 Public page at 
www.facebook.com/Elks-Lodge-158-Public-Page-713954502324222/.

MID-WINTER CONVENTION REGISTRATION FORM



9

JA
N

U
A

R
Y

 2
0

2
3
 C

A
LE

N
D

A
R

 O
F 

EV
EN

T
S

	
SU

N
	

M
O

N
	

TU
E	

W
ED

	
TH

U
	

FR
I	

SA
T

 1
	

2	
3	

4	
5	

6	
7

	8
	

9	
10

	
11

	
12

	
13

	
14

	1
5	

16
	

17
	

18
	

19
	

20
	

21

	2
2	

23
	

24
	

25
	

26
	

27
	

28

	2
9	

30
	

31
	

Fe
b 

1	
Fe

b 
2	

Fe
b 

3	
Fe

b 
4

	

Lo
dg

e 
M

ee
tin

g,
 7

 p
.m

.
El

ks
 L

ad
ie

s M
ee

tin
g,

 6
:3

0 
p.

m
.

Su
nd

ay
 F

un
da

y 
Sh

uffl
eb

oa
rd

 
To

ur
na

m
en

t, 
2 

p.
m

.
H

ou
se

 C
om

m
itt

ee
 M

ee
tin

g,
 

5:
30

 p
.m

.

M
en

s S
hu

ffl
eb

oa
rd

 L
ea

gu
e, 

6 
p.

m
.

Bo
ar

d 
of

 D
ire

ct
or

s M
ee

tin
g,

 
6:

30
 p

.m
.

M
en

s S
hu

ffl
eb

oa
rd

 L
ea

gu
e, 

6 
p.

m
.

M
en

s S
hu

ffl
eb

oa
rd

 L
ea

gu
e, 

6 
p.

m
.

M
en

s S
hu

ffl
eb

oa
rd

 L
ea

gu
e, 

6 
p.

m
.

M
en

s S
hu

ffl
eb

oa
rd

 L
ea

gu
e, 

6 
p.

m
.

Fr
id

ay
 N

ig
ht

 L
iv

e, 
7-

10
 p

.m
.

Fr
oz

en
 O

pe
n,

 1
0:

30
 a

.m
.

«
IE

A
 M

id
-W

in
te

r C
on

ve
nt

io
n

Su
nd

ay
 F

un
da

y 
Sh

uffl
eb

oa
rd

 
To

ur
na

m
en

t, 
2 

p.
m

.

IE
A

 D
ist

ric
t M

ee
tin

g,
 

C
ar

lin
vi

lle
, 1

1 
a.

m
.

Su
nd

ay
 F

un
da

y 
Sh

uffl
eb

oa
rd

 
To

ur
na

m
en

t, 
2 

p.
m

.

Su
nd

ay
 F

un
da

y 
Sh

uffl
eb

oa
rd

 
To

ur
na

m
en

t, 
2 

p.
m

.
PE

R 
M

ee
tin

g 
&

 D
in

ne
r, 

6 
p.

m
.

M
A

RT
IN

 L
U

TH
ER

K
IN

G
 JR

. D
AY

«
IE

A
 M

id
-W

in
te

r C
on

ve
nt

io
n

«
IE

A
 M

id
-W

in
te

r C
on

ve
nt

io
n

«
IE

A
 M

id
-W

in
te

r C
on

ve
nt

io
n

N
EW

 Y
EA

R’
S 

D
AY



10

ELKS LODGE 158 THANKS THE 
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Bryan Loy 217-638-4400

Loy
Development

Inc.

• No realtor fees
• No inspections
• All contract paperwork & title work done for you

Let us make your home new again. 
I’ll treat it with the same respect as you did!

BILL WOODS DRYWALL
& REMODELING

Expert in Drywall Application
Jobs - Big & Small
We do Them All

Call 217-306-1845

SIMPLY CBD
Naturally improving life.

simplyCBDwellness.com

Paul Ray

Cardinal Mechanical, LLC

Ph: 309-533-8237
Fax: 866-404-2587
Web: www.cardmech.com
Email: paulr@cardmech.com

• 24 Hour Service
• Commercial Refrigeration
• Commercial Heating & Cooling
• Restaurant Equipment Service

Mechanical Service and Maintenance

Cherie Repp
Independent Beauty Consul tant

Springfield, IL
217-971-4457

Grammy222004@yahoo.com
www.marykay.com/crepp

God First, Family Second, Career Third

ARE YOU RETIREMENT READY?

1028 S. WALNUT ST., SPRINGFIELD, IL 62704
217.303.1711 • WWW.JUDYFG.COM

Advisory Services offered through Client One Securities, LLC, an investment 
advisor. Judy Financial Group, Inc. and Client One Securities, LLC are not 
affiliated.

Licensed Insurance Professional. Respond and learn how financial products, 
including life insurance and annuities can be used in various planning 
strategies for retirement.

JUDY
FINANCIAL GROUP, INC.

PR
O

FE
SS

IO
NAL GOLFERS’ ASSO

C
IA

TIO
N

OF AMERICA

GATEWAY SECTION

LINCOLN GREENS GOLF COURSE
Equipment • Lessons Available • Club Repair

Professional Fit and Advice

LANCE FLURY
PGA Golf Professional

700 E. Lake Dr. • Springfield, IL 62712

Pro Shop 217-786-4111

Elks Ladies #158
Ladies, come join us!

We meet on the first Thursday
of each month at 6:30 P.M.Licensed & Bonded

7675 N. Pawnee Rd.
Pawnee, Illinois 62558

Jan M. Cimarossa
Owner &

Conceal Carry Instructor217-741-4147

Ellinger~Kunz & Park
W. Greg Park

Director/Owner

FUNERAL HOME & CREMATION SERVICE

530 N. Fifth Street

Springfield, IL 62702

Phone: 217-544-5755

Fax: 217-544-5975

Comfortable & Comprehensive Dental Care
for the Entire Family

Mon - Thurs 7:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
1100 Rickard Rd., Suite B

Springfield, IL 62704
217-546-4738

Brandon R. Maddox, DMD
General Dentistry

COLLISION REPAIR  •  24 HR TOWING
MECHANICAL REPAIR  •  DETAILS

WE WORK WITH ALL INSURANCE COMPANIES
BYPASS1571@SBCGLOBAL.NET

BYPASSAUTOBODY.COM

217-544-1965

Dir ect ions:
Tak e Rout e 29 East t owar d Rochest er.
Turn lef t on Tuxhorn Rd.
Tak e a right on Gaule Rd.
Tak e t he first right on Bakut is Rd.,
 which t urns int o F alcon Rd.
W e ar e at t he log home at t he t op of t he hill.

1511 F alcon Road, Springfield, IL 62712
Dave and Glenda Cassens

Home: 217-528-0482
Cell: 217-494-6431

Cassens’
Christmas Trees
    & Crafts

TOUCHWorks
Therapeutic Massage & Wellness Therapies

1039 Wabash Avenue
Suite 205A

Springfield, Illinois 62704

217.553.3572

touchworkswellness@gmail.com

Cindy Cannamela, LMT, NCTMB
Nationally Certified Licensed Massage Therapist

Certified Tai Chi Easy Practice Leader

LIGHTS OUT
DJ CO. W
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